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Marine Corps Prowlers Meet
» Global Demands

Sory and Photos by Rick Llinares

sthe U.S. military’s sole tactical electronic
A warfare aircraft, the EA-6B Prowler supports

joint operations around the globe. Whether
escorting high-value strike assets into hostile territory in
the Balkans or supporting combat missionsin Irag or
Afghanistan, the Navy and Marine Corps Prowler
squadrons are heavily tasked.

Although the Prowler servesin far greater numbersin

Navy carrier air wings, the aircraft owes its genesis to
the Marine Corps. During the Vietnam War, the Marines
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began operating a variant of the A-6 Intruder, designated
EA-6A, as a replacement for the EF-10B Skyknight. The
aircraft’s success in surveillance and jamming did not go
unnoticed by Navy planners, and they developed a
dedicated requirement for a carrier-based electronic
warfare aircraft.

The early EA-6As were concentrated within already
existing Marine Composite Reconnai ssance Squadrons
VMCJ1, -2 and -3. These units also included RF-4B
Phantom Ils until 1975, when it was determined that
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EA-6B Prowlers like this pair from
VMAQ-2 provide direct electronic
protection to ground forces.
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Lieutenant Colonel James Stewart, an EA-6B
electronic countermeasures officer (ECMO)
and U.S. Marine Corps
EA-6B reguirements
officer, detailed the
current status
of the
Prowler
fleet.

“Between the

Navy and

Marine Corps,

95 EA-6Bs are

authorized for

service, 74 of which

are operational. The

remainder arein

depots for wing

fatigue repairs and

ongoing equipment enhancement. We expect that by
October 2005 the force will be back to 95 airframes
available to combatant commanders. The Marine Corps
is authorized 20 Prowlers within its four VMAQ units,
providing 5 aircraft per squadron. At this time, 16 aircraft
are available and 4 are in Northrop Grumman's St.
Augustine, Fla, repair facility.”

Lt. Col. Stewart described the value of the Prowler to
Marine Aviation: “Force protection is an absolutely rotary wing, as well as Marines and special operations
vital part of the Prowler’s mission and contribution. The  forces.”

,. alrcraft prowdes di rect electronlc protectlon to ground The Prowler continues to evolve to meet ongoing
‘orces, and not just its traditional suppression of enemy  neec “The addition of the U SQ 3commup|cat|ons
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Continuing upgrades and repairs will keep the
Prowler fleet flying through the end of its service life,
projected to be around 2015, when it will be replaced
by afollow-on platform that is yet to be decided. Stewart
explained, “At this time, the plan favors an electronic
attack variant of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, which the
Corps is planning to procure as a replacement for the
F/A-18 and AV-8B. The Marine Corps continues to keep
As the platform nears the all follow-on airborne electronic attack platform options
end of its service life, it continues to open, including unmanned solutions, the EA-18G, or
be heavily tasked. “ The Prowler alows adding ‘clip-in’ electronic warfare functionality to current
aval Qviaticlr'l to force its way into dpn_ieﬂ aircraft. The Marine Air-Ground Task Force wi.lll. continue
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